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On May 1%, Concordia University, Portland, at the
Graduation Exercise of the Class of 2010, our be-
loved German Pastor Hans Spalteholz will receive an
honorary Doctorate Degree for his long, outstanding,
and faithful service to the Lord and His Church. Zion has been
blessed by the gifts of God Pastor Spalteholz has shared with us
over the past thirty-five years.

We extend to you, Pastor Spalteholz, our heartiest congratulations!
Well done, good and faithful servant of the Lord!
God’s blessings to you always!
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Dear Friends at Zion and of the German-Language Ministry,

We know, a slight shift in wording can signal a big shift in meaning.
Have you noticed that what used to be “the Sundays after Easter” are
now called the Sundays of Easter? So May 9 will be the sixth Sunday
of Easter, no longer the fifth after. That signals something of great im-
portance. These Sundays of Easter—in worship and our weekday life--
are all about New Life in the risen Lord. "Happy Easter!” would of
course now sound more than odd, but that New Life continues for us,
and its joy escalates more and more as we near Jesus’ Ascension and
anticipate Pentecost.

There is of course sorrow and pain enough in the world. That was
uniquely so for the disciples, and can be for us, as the Farewell Dis-
courses of Christ—they can also be called His Promise-to-Return Dis-
courses—so grippingly acknowledge. But! . . . the tears and angst will
turn to joy at His presence in the gift of the Spirit, a joy no dark cloud
can paralyze. That's a promise, that’s a fact!

It is that joy which the Church proclaims, sings, jubilates, and exults in
these Sundays of Easter. It is this joy that embraces and sustains Je-
sus’ astonishing promise, “My Father will give you whatever you ask in
my Name.” What a promise!

So, “Prayer in the Name of Jesus” will be the focus of our next German
service, May 9. Please do read and ponder Ps. 67; Acts 16:9-15;
Rev. 21:9-11a, 22-23; and John 16:23-30 (the key text). Itinvites us to
think anew about our own prayer life.

Happily we are again planning for a joint coffee hour with all of Zion on
May 9, after the German and before the English Service. There is
Easter Joy in table fellowship. So come and bring a friend.

Frohe Osterwochen! Denn der Auferstandene Herr ist gegenwartig
durch den Geist.
Pr. Hans Spalteholz
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This is the time of year when change seems to be most evident. Winter succumbs to the season
of Spring, showing forth an abundance of new life everywhere. Students finish another year of
school and some are graduating from a school to either prepare themselves for attending another
school or begin the process of seeking employment that will match their gifts and education with a
profession. It is a time of joy for completion but also a time of uncertainty for what the future
holds. Our Christian faith is often tested in these times of change, and change can sometimes
seem to approach like a fierce storm which seems destined to wreak havoc and destruction. Itis
times like this that we seek appropriate answers to our “change-dilemmas”.

The Day of Pentecost is when the Holy Spirit took the church like a storm. On this day, the disci-
ples gathered in Jerusalem to celebrate the Feast of Weeks. It was a holiday of joy, a time to re-
member God’s covenant with his people where he promised to never again destroy the earth by a
flood. The disciples gathered in thanksgiving on this festival however they were also confronted
with a perplexing issue on this particular day of celebration, how and when would God’s Spirit
come upon them as Jesus promised when he first appeared to them in the Upper Room after his
resurrection? Then it happened! A mighty sound like a fierce wind came in and a mysterious
light settled upon the heads of each disciple as the sense of the presence of God enveloped eve-
rything. It was a life changing experience which became contagious as they spread their faith
with others as others recognized God’s presence immediately in the disciples and the church
grew by thousands as they proclaimed God’'s Word. On the Day of Pentecost, everything
seemed to change for the church as the power of the Holy Spirit seemed to be everywhere show-
ing God’s presence.

If you are like me, you may ask the question: “where did all the power go?” Why does it seem like
the presence of God today is at best, a light breeze. It may be that we have become callous to
God’s presence in the Twenty-First Century. Movies and television shows have made life so
much bigger and dramatic than reality that if God spoke to us, we wouldn’t hear it. Major change
in our lives increasingly seems as an ordeal that we must confront on a daily basis. Faith some-
times feels like something we are clinging onto with a slipping grip and our very faith itself some-
times seems as though it is a sinking ship. How can we be expected to cope with such hopeless
situations?

Maybe we need spiritual hearing aids ... or ... maybe we need spiritual SEEKING aids. Maybe
we need to SEEK to see God’s presence shown forth by the Holy Spirit. Maybe we need to
SEEK the solid rock of Jesus Christ in the midst of change that is happening all around us.
Maybe we need to SEEK God’s will for our lives through His Word and Christian examples set
forth by others in the body of believers. The Gospel truth is that the Holy Spirit is alive and well in
the world, it just may not be as amplified as it was on the day of Pentecost. We need to put on
our SEEKING aids and see / hear what Jesus says: “Seek first the Kingdom of God and His
righteousness, and then all your needs will be provided to you through God and His
grace.” (Paraphrased from Matthew 6:33)

May the Holy Spirit dwell richly in you as you SEEK God and His will in all changes you face.

In Christ’'s Holy Name,
Kurt and Floy Berentsen
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Human Care Ministry Important Dates & News
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During World War Il and for a
number of years thereafter, congre-
gations of the Synod gathered a spe-
cial offering for the armed forces on
Mother’s Day.

Women of Zion, it was reported,
each provided one hundred cookies
for the reception which followed the
service of dedication of Zion’s
“new” church building on May 14,
1950. The supply of cookies was
more than adequate to serve the
7,000 Portland citizens who toured
the building during the afternoon
open house that day.

The new constitution which estab-
lished a Board of Directors to guide
various aspects of Zion ministry
took effect in May, 1984
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Submitted by Lacy and Irene Hall
Evangelism Directors
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The February 28" Voters Assembly has
approved the make up of the 125™ Anni-
versary Committee for Zion. Committee
members are: Ruth Hyde, Honorary
Chairperson, Bob and Carol Wagner, Co-
Chair, Lynn Hyde, Secretary, Russel and
Joan Black, Brian Fleener, Scott and
Pamela Jensen, Darcy Martin, and Pas-
tor Miles (advisory)

Please share with them any ideas you
may have for the celebration. We hope
to involve all the

members of Zion
in the celebra-
tion .

The next meeting
of the committee
is set for June 6.
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Zion is participating
in the month-long food drive
with our neighborhood.

Please note the special barrel
provided for this purpose.

Never underestimate your food donation and how much it can do
when put together with other donations.
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LUTHER’S 95 THESES
NOTE: THE 95 THESES ARE NOT AMONG THE CONFESSIONS OF THE LUTHERAN
CHURCH. ALWAYS keep in mind the setting and context out of which Luther writes these 95

Theses. In 1517, it was a very different world and time in the Church than today. -
51 Christians are to be taught that the pope would and should wish to give of his
own money, even though he had to sell the basilica of St. Peter, to many of those
from whom certain hawkers of indulgences cajole money.
52 It is vain to trust in salvation by indulgence letters, even though the indulgence
commissary, or even the pope, were to offer his soul as security.
53 They are the enemies of Christ and the pope who forbid altogether the preaching
of the Word of God in some churches in order that indulgences may be preached in
others.
54 Injury is done to the Word of God when, in the same sermon, an equal or larger amount of time is de-
voted to indulgences than to the Word.
55 It is certainly the pope’s sentiment that if indulgences, which are a very insignificant thing, are cele-
brated with one bell, one procession, and one ceremony, then the gospel, which is the very greatest thing,
should be preached with a hundred bells, a hundred processions, a hundred ceremonies.
56 The true treasures of the church, out of which the pope distributes indulgences, are not sufficiently dis-
cussed or known among the people of Christ.
57 That indulgences are not temporal treasures is certainly clear, for many indulgence sellers do not dis-
tribute them freely but only gather them.
58 Nor are they the merits of Christ and the saints, for, even with the pope, the latter always work grace
for the inner man, and the cross, death, and hell for the outer man.
59 St. Lawrence said that the poor of the church were the treasures of the church, but he spoke according
to the usage of the word in his own time.
60 Without want of consideration we say that the keys of the church, given by the merits of Christ, are that
treasure.
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Mon

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat
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FOOD GATHERING

08:30 Pastor Miles
Circuit Meeting

4:30 GirlChoir

NO BIBLE STUDY
11:30Guild Outing

to Albertina Kerr

Lincoln

5/8:30 GirlChoir

8/9Mom’s In Touch

High School | B Testing in Parish Hall

6:30 Bells
7:30 Choir

7-8pm GirlChoir meeting

8/9Mom’s In Touch

6:30 Support Group

Blessing of
the Animals
10:30 am
Zion Court-
yard

3.$+"4 9 10 11 12 13 14 15
-
% / Lincoln High School | B Testing in Parish Hall

. ) 8/9Mom’s In Touch

!, 8/5Mom’s In Touch 12:00 Girlchoir
1 *)o Showcase Concert

Y 7pm Bookclub
- ! 4:30 Girlchoil 2pmGirlchoir
- Ir [o]lg S
*) 5/8:30 GirlChoir Reception
-y 6:00 Support Group No choirs

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

4:30 GirlChoir

Lincoln High School | B Testing in Parish Hall

NO BIBLE STUDY

5:30 Board of

Elders

5/8:30 GirlChoir

5:30 Board of
Directors

8/9Mom’s In Touch

6:30 Bells
7:30 Choir

8/9Mom’s In Touch

3pm wedding rehearsal

4:00 pm Waring
Wedding

24

25

26

27

28

29

1:30 pm Food box
deliveries

- - : ) 8/9Mom’s In Touch 8/9Mom’s In Touch
Lincoln IB Testing
0
-
* ) . .
5/8:30 GirlChoir 6:30 Bells
7:30 Choir
4:30 GirlChoir 7pm Book Club
6:30 Support Group 6pm wedding rehearsal
-
0
-
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