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&y Dear members and friends of Zion,
»;\E%\M_'{?{% A new year, a new decade! Here we are, ready or not. It seems
that ever since the new millennium began things in our everyday life
PV ) et B . f . .
Vas Y and society seem to have been rapidly, sometimes dramatically,
VA

changing. Safe to say, the world has not been the same since 9/11at
the beginning of this millennium and decade. Could well be that the
first decade of this millennium will be characterized by the words tur-
moil, terrorism and transition.

What do people hang on to in such times as these? Many differ-
ent answers are given. We Christians have one answer. It's not what
we hang on to, it is WHO we hang on to, namely, our Lord and Savior

Jesus Christ. He is the same yesterday, today, and forever. His love

never fails. His compassion never changes. His goodness and
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mercy are ever steadfast. He is always faithful, always ready to forgive, always ready
to answer prayer according to His gracious will, always ready to shepherd and guide

us along life’s journey.

He gives us His Word to be a lamp to our feet and a light for our path. Jesus is our

light in the darkness, our

compass in the storm, our peace, our comfort, our hope,

our joy — He is the rock of our salvation, the very foundation of our life. We face the
future with faith in Him. Come what may, nothing can separate us from His love!

Happy New Year!
Ty Miles, pastor

Your partner in Christ's ministry at Zion
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Sharon and | wish to thank
you, Zion members, for your
generous gift and kind ex-
pressions during the Christ-
mas season. May the Lord
richly bless you throughout
the New Year as we continue
together in His service.

— Pastor Miles



Dear Friends at Zion and of the German-Language Ministry,

What a joy it was to celebrate Zion’s German Christmas service once again!
And now it's New Year 2010. But a new church year started already with Ad-
vent, the season we prepared for the promised Savior. With His coming, we
march to a deeper beat—Christ, the center of human time, of God’s salvation-
history and of our personal stories. As Pr. Miles wrote in the last Star: Christ-
mas begins in the heart of God, and it begins in our hearts and flows to oth-
ers. The joy of that Good News nothing can destroy!

The season of Epiphany, beginning January 6
e s THE with the feast of the Magi, amplifies that Good
MONTHLY NEWSLETTER OF News. Magl from the East follow the Star, find
the true King of the Jews and worship him. This
“Christmas of the Gentiles” signals how Jesus’
entire life and ministry of preaching, teaching,

1015 SW 18TH AVENUE and healing wondrously carry out God’s Mission
PORTLAND, OREGON 97205-1708 |  for the world, to and through his disciples and to and through us. What a call-

PHONE: 503.221-1343 : o
FAX: 503.228-6484 ing, what a mission!

zion-portiand. . . . .
email. slonportiand @qwestnet Segue to Zion. At Zion’s start in 1889, the mission was “to gather the scat-

tered Lutherans into congregations,” and to preach and teach among German
immigrants.* Like our entire German-language Synod, we in effect became an
THE REV. TYRUS H. MILES enclave church. But through the turmoil of two World Wars, God prompted us
to use also English, and in time He has been leading us to expand our mis-
sion in ever more diverse ministries. It is a challenging mission—God’s work
KURT BERENTSEN. DIRECTOR in progress!'—seeking .to be f.althful.to the Gospel in our Lutheran tradition,
FLOY BERENTSEN, ASSOCIATE/ and to our people’s varied callings, gifts and needs.

ORGANIST
Our German-language ministry is a vital part of that mission. Recall how shep-
TS RSV, [H1ANS SR herds heard the Good News, hurried to see, and then just had to tell to others!
That is a telling model for us all. God’s living Word this Epiphany season
. promises inspiration and challenge for His mission for each day. Let’s not
STAR EDITOR: PASTOR MILES .
miss a word!

His peace, strength and joy in this new year of grace!

*SeeZion Lutheran Church]1889-1989, the fine 1991 volume of our Centennial Committee.
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Praise God With the
Sound of the Trumpet!

ORGAN COMPLETION PROJECT
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Remember, we are still collecting
used cards for Snow Cap. Wonder
what to do with the Christmas cards
you received? Don’t throw them
away, donate them to Snow Cap for
seniors’ projects. There is a box in
the Parish Hall for your used cards.
We thank Sheila Lamb for taking care
of this for us.

‘ TO ALL WHO PARTICI-
PATED IN THE DECORATING

ov

E I OF ZION FOR THE CHRISTMAS

CELEBRATION THIS YEAR :

Floy Berentsen (for her organ mu-
sic during the decorating), Walt &
Tracy Contino, Alex Fleener,
Brian Fleener, Vivian Fleener,
Larry & Barb Foster, Lacy & Irene
Hall, Brent Keller, Elaine Lewis,
Victor Lewis, Mick Luce, Pastor
Miles, Margaret Olson, Bob Pete,

Denise Pillette, Bruce Strade, Bob &
Carol Wagner, Tera Waldon
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1ject for the Vasyl Bosyuk Refugee
| Family:

Amount: $824.50

Mileage: 158 miles
Time: 8 hrs. 15 min.
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Offering envelopes for the members and friends of Zion
serve two purposes:

1) It gives an opportunity for each one to be mindful of
their stewardship of the financial gifts God has given
them

2) As required by law, gives the congregation a record to
“back up” for tax purposes what individuals report they
have given to the congregation when individuals are
guestioned by the IRS about their contributions to Zion.

Zion is required to offer a record keeping for people’s con-
tributions, which we do through the envelop system. Indi-
viduals may or may not choose to use it.
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1 2
Communion Sundgy 4 5 6 7 3 5
10:45 Bible Stud .
12 noon Guild Bjown Handbells 6.-30
Bag Luncheon Choir ~ 7:30
10 11 12 13 14 15 16
Handbells 6:30
7pm Book Clup Choir 730
Communion Sunday 18 19 20 o1 52 >3
10:45 Bible Study Board of Directorg Handbells 6.130
Board of Elders 5|30 5:30 Choir 7:30
24 25 26 27 28 29 30
Han_dbells 6:30
! 7pm Book Club Choir 7:30
Communion Sun@dy
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