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From the Pastor:   
Dear members and friends of Zion,  
 “The third day He rose again from the dead!”  That 
could well be the most important phrase in the historic 
creeds of the Christian Church.  As St. Paul expressed it, “If 
Christ be not raised from the dead, our faith is futile and we 
are still in our sin.” Then he goes on, “But in fact Christ has 
been raised from the dead, the first fruits of those who have 
fallen asleep.  For as by a man came death, by a man has 
come also the resurrection of the dead.  For as in Adam all 
die, so also in Christ shall all be made alive.”  (1 Corinthians 
15:17, 20-22)  Easter triumph!  Easter joy!  Jesus lives!  The 
victory’s won!   
   A blessed Easter season to you all! 
     Ty Miles, Pastor 
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1015 SW 18TH AVENUE 

PORTLAND , OREGON 97205-1708 
PHONE:  503.221-1343 

FAX:  503.228-6484 
 

www.zion-portland.org 
 email: zionportland@qwest.net 
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1ST, 3RD, & 5TH SUNDAYS 
 CHURCH FESTIVAL DAYS 
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(GERMAN LANGUAGE SERVICE) 

SECOND SUNDAY AT 9 AM 
SEPTEMBER-JUNE 
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TUESDAY-FRIDAY 9AM—2PM 
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IS EASILY  ACCESSIBLE  ON THE MAX 
LIGHT RAIL  AT  THE 

 KING’S HILL  / SALMON  STREET 
STATION 

(NEAR PGE PARK) 
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“What do we believe about Christ’s descent into hell?”  We believe that early 
Easter morning, when the Lord came alive in the flesh, first, before He ap-
peared to the women, He “descended into hell”  to proclaim His victory over 
Satan, sin, death, and the grave – right there in the enemies’ abode!  He had 
conquered in the strife.  Some mistakenly think He descended into hell to suf-
fer the penalty of sin.  No!  That was all done on the cross.  When Jesus said, 
“It is finished!”  salvation was won and sin has no more dominion over us!  
Some mistakenly think Jesus descended from the cross into hell, some even 
think He was there for three days!  No!  Jesus went home to heaven from the 
cross.  He said, “Father, into Thy hands I commend my spirit.”  He was going 
home to the Father.  He was in heaven from His death on the cross  until that 
Easter morning when we came alive in the flesh.   Two scriptures in particular 
tell us about His descent into hell from which this doctrine is drawn:  1 Peter 
3:18-19, and Colossians 2:15.    

Dear Friends at Zion and 
of the German-Language Ministry, 
 
Happy Easter! This joyous shout will be resounding around 
the world, just as the Star arrives. While much of our culture 
touts its brunches, bonnets, and bunnies, Easter is, we know, 
more, far more. It’s a matter of life and death!  In the midst of 
life we are in death, but in the midst of death we are in Life. 
The Good News of Christ’s resurrection proclaims that living 
Word. What a joy!  What hope! 
 
Now it‘s one thing to support a loved one going into surgery. 
Perhaps you’ve so walked with a family member or friend, in 
encouragement and prayers, hopeful for successful surgery 
and recovery. No small part of our bedside confidence admit-
tedly rests in the surgeon’s skill and our state-of-the art medi-
cal technology, but it’s based on more, much more.   
 
It can, however, be quite another thing when we’re going into surgery ourselves. We 
want to be sure about the experience and rating of our surgeon. We want to know the 
plan, outcome and risks, the expected time in surgery and the path of recovery. But in 
the end, we must trust. We must trust the word of the physician, must entrust our-
selves, our body, our life, into the hands of others and let go. How unsurpassable, that 
we can also trust the great Physician, the Word of our faithful Creator!  
  
That’s the Good News of Christ’s resurrection. Yes, we know it, believe it, recite it in 
the Creed. But here too we must and can trust—trust the witness of the women and of 
the disciples, the Word of the risen Lord himself, the testimony of all Scripture. That 
Word is unsurpassably trustworthy because of who He is, and He invites our trust. 
 
It becomes living Word anew when it speaks to us personally, when the risen Lord’s 
voice strikes us in the midst of our everyday challenges and tears, failures and fears, 
with the shock of recognition: Mary!  Thomas!  Simon Peter! ____ [hear your name] !  
 
Next German service (Apr. 11, the Sunday after Easter), we celebrate that Christ is 
risen. We will listen for His voice.  And His is living Word!  Happy Easter Indeed!   
 
Frohe Ostern! Denn der Herr ist erstanden. Er ist wahrhaftig auferstanden!    
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The NWPM fundamental tenet is , 
“a respect for people of all faiths 
and a commitment to work together 
to help our neighbors in need.”  Last 
month we listed the thirteen Faith 
Community Partners.  In addition, 
the following community partners 
are with us in the vital work of which 
Zion is a part:  Food Front Coopera-
tive Grocery,  Friendly House Com- 

munity Center,  Housing Authority of 
Portland,  Legacy Good Samaritan 
Medical Center,  Loaves & Fishes, 
Neighborhood House,  National 
Council of Jewish Women – Portland 
Branch,  Nob Hill Business Associa-
tion,  Oregon Food Bank,  Pearl 
Safeway,  Ride Connection, Inc.,  
Trader Joe’s,  William Temple House. 
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PLEASE NOTE:  THE 95 THESES ARE NOT AMONG THE CONFESSIONS OF 
THE LUTHERAN CHURCH.  ALWAYS keep in mind the setting and context out of 
which Luther writes these 95 Theses.  In 1517,  it was a very different world and time 
in the Church than today.    
 
41 Papal indulgences must be preached with caution, lest people erroneously think 
that they are preferable to other good works of love.  42 Christians are to be taught 
that the pope does not intend that the buying of indulgences should in any way be 

compared with works of mercy.   43 Christians are to be taught that he who gives to the poor or lends to 
the needy does a better deed than he who buys indulgences.  44  Because love grows by works of love, 
man thereby becomes better.  Man does not, however, become better by means of indulgences but is 
merely freed from penalties.  45  Christians are to be taught that he who sees a needy man and passes 
him by, yet gives his money for indulgences, does not buy papal indulgences but God’s wrath.   46 Chris-
tians are to be taught that, unless they have more than they need, they must reserve enough for their 
family needs and by no means squander it on indulgences.  47  Christians are to be taught that their buy-
ing of indulgences is a matter of free choice, not commanded.  48 Christians are to be taught that the 
pope, in granting indulgences, needs and thus desires their devout prayer more than their money.  49 
Christians are to be taught that papal indulgences are useful only if they do not put their trust in them, but 
very harmful if they lose their fear of God because of them.  50 Christians are to be taught that if the  
pope knew the exactions of the indulgence preachers, he would rather that the basilica of St. Peter were 
burned to ashes than built up with the skin, flesh, and bones of his sheep.  
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Mark your calendar to attend the Interstate Zone Rally at Zion on April 10th from 9 until 1, lunch included. 
We will have the honor of hosting Miss Oregon 2006, Donilee McGinnis, as our Keynote Speaker. She'll talk about 
autism from a personal standpoint, as her brother David has this condition. Also, she will share fascinating informa-
tion about her experiences as a Christian in these competitions, winning Miss Oregon 2006, which lead to her par-
ticipation in the 2007 Miss America pageant. A short business meeting will be included, devotionals lead by Pastor 
Ty Miles will nourish our spirit, and the tireless ladies of Zion Guild have a delicious lunch planned to end the event 
around 1pm.  Parking will be available at the City Center U-Park, on the NE corner of 18th and Salmon, across from 
Lincoln High School Track.  Also, overflow parking can be accommodated at the Multnomah Athletic Club parking 
structure.  Childcare by an experienced young mother will be available at the church. 
 
Don't miss this interesting and inspirational Rally. Our ingathering project will be donations to a project near and dear 
to our heart, Rosehaven Shelter for Women and Children, located in Portland's Pearl District. Be thinking about your 
donation to bring to the Rally. Rosehaven Shelter women especially need these Gifts from the Heart: 
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New sets of Towels (bath, hand and washcloth)  
- discount stores such as Ross, Marshalls, K-Mart and Walmart have great buys on these items 

 

New sets of sheets (all sizes, but Queen size are in especially short supply and needed)  
- Again, the discount stores mentioned above have inexpensive sheets 

 

Toothbrushes with holders to keep them clean 
 

Bras and panties (larger sizes such as bras size 38C and up; panties in sizes L, XL-- 7, 8 & 9) 
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Our sincere and heartfelt thanks to Marilyn 
Blechschmidt for the lovely banner she has made 
and given to Zion!  What a beautiful piece of art 
to adorn the chancel and enrich the setting for 
our worship.  Also, a special word of thanks to 
Marilyn’s son, Richard, who designed the banner.  
Here is the explanation of the banner:  Christ died 
for our sins on the cross.  The good news is that 
He triumphed over death and promises heaven – 
the gold on the cross.  The ancient Christian sym-
bol of the fish reminds us to be fishers of men.  
The swirling colors represent a net being cast out 
to gather in the believers.  The colors of the litur-
gical seasons remind us to at all times “Proclaim 
the Good News.”   The ichthus is the Greek word 
for fish – each letter stands for the first letter in 
the Greek words for Jesus Christ God’s Son Sav-
ior.  The fish was the secret sign in the early 
Church during the days of persecution used by 
Christians to identify one another.   
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On April 29, 1889, Zion filed Articles of Incorporation with the State of 
Oregon.  This action provided authority for the congregation to buy prop-
erty and conduct business. 
 
 

The weekend of April 29 and 30, 1989, was the highlight of a one 
hundred-day celebration of Zion’s Centennial of Incorporation.  The 
Rev. Erhart Bauer,  President of the Northwest District of The Lu-
theran Church—Missouri Synod, was guest speaker at the April 30th 
morning service.  Mr. Thomas 
Vaughan, Executive Director of 
the Oregon Historical Society, 
addressed a gathering of nearly 
two hundred Zion members, for-
mer members and guests at the 
centennial dinner held April 29 at 
the Multnomah Athletic Club. 

 

 
 
 
 

From the Zion Archive 

�

��������
����
��

����� �

Pictured at right is the note Zion re-
ceived, dated, Salem, May 1st, 1889, 
from the State of Oregon, Office Sec-
retary of State- 

Sir: 
 Articles of Incorporation of 
The German Evangelical Lu-
theran Zion Congregation of Port-
land, Oregon, enclosed with your 
letter of April 29, 1889, were re-
ceived and filed in this office on 
April 29, 1889. 

 
Very Respectfully, 
Your obedient servant, 
Signed by the Secretary of State 
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ED WEBER, LICENSED LAY DEACON FROM ZION   
 

On March 21st, Ed Weber was commissioned, during the morning worship, as Zion’s Lay Deacon 
to the people of Calaroga Terrace in NE Portland.  The following is his story:  
 

Deacon Ed’s Story 
 Spring seems to be the season of the year for milestones in my life when God takes my 
hand and leads me. I was born April 22, 1924, during a South Dakota blizzard. Palm Sunday, 
April 10, 1938, was my Confirmation at Zion Lutheran Church, Snohomish, WA.  
 After three years of service in the U S Army, spring enters the picture when I celebrated 
Victory Day in Germany.  In1950, I was asked by the Pastor of Peace Lutheran Church, Wapato, 
WA to teach a Bible Class to high school students from the church.  Feasting on the Word of God 
has been my joy ever since to all ages of people. For the next 34 years I was employed as an in-
surance Investigator. The job gave me daily contact with people, often in crisis, on a one to one 
basis to give them counsel. 
 In the spring of 1984, the Lord required a change in the course of my Life. He closed one 
door and opened another path to follow. My employer required that I take early retirement.  
 The new path for me to follow opened when I volunteered to serve at Concordia College 
(now University) where I used a computer to write letters, do mailings, and tutor Japanese stu-
dents in conversational English.   I eventually served as Volunteer Coordinator at Concordia.  All 
of the tasks allowed me to attend Concordia College for two years to fill my educational qualifica-
tions to become a Certified Lay Deacon. April 29, 1990, I was certified as a Lay Assistant Minister 
in the Northwest District, Lutheran Church Missouri Synod, serving at St John Lutheran Church, 
Portland, OR. 

St Patrick Day, 2008, was moving day for Anita and me.  We moved to become residents 
at Calaroga Terrace, a retirement community. My Lord and Savior has been with me since my 
birth to keep me trained and following Him. My task is to share with His brothers and sisters His 
Word and mix in a lifetime of living experience  on our way to eternal life. 
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LOOKING AHEAD TO MAY  
 
Yes,  on the 8th of May , a Saturday morning, at 
10:30 AM, we will have 

 “ BLESSING OF THE ANIMALS.” 
  Everyone is invited to bring their pets for a bless-
ing.  We know what a blessing the pets are to us; 
now it’s time for us to ask God’s blessing for them!  
This will take place in the front courtyard of Zion.  
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If your email is not in the 
church records, please call 
the church office and 
give it to us.  It’s a great, 
instant, way of communicat-
ing and there are times when we’d like to send 
out a message to the members of Zion via 
email, as a group or individually.   

  SPECIAL THANKS    
  

We want to thank the following who came Saturday morning, March 13th, 
for our spring inside-outside clean up:  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  In addition we thank those who come at other times during the week and help with the work that 
needs to be done.  Zion is richly blessed with so many willing workers in behalf of the wonderful 
facilities that God has provided for us.   

Vivian Fleener, 
Alex Fleener,  
Tera Waldon,  
Mira Wiegman 
Dick Wiegman, 
Tammy McMullen,  
Denise Pillette,  

Lynn Hyde,  
Ruth Hyde,  
Jack Mongeon,  
Brian Fleener,  
Scott Jensen,  
Rick Piper,  
Pastor Miles,  

Floy Berentsen - music background for work inside the sanctuary  :-)   
and Irene Hall for folding all the Sunday bulletins. 
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The February 28th Voters Assembly 
has approved the make up of the 
125TH Anniversary Committee for 
Zion.  We hope to involve all the 
members of Zion in the celebration.  
The following have been asked and 
have accepted the invitation to be on 
the committee:  Ruth Hyde, Honor-
ary Chairperson, Bob and Carol 
Wagner, Co-Chair,  Lynn Hyde, 
Secretary, Russel and Joan Black,  
Brian Fleener, Scott and Pamela Jen-
sen,  Darcy Martin,  Sharon Miles, 
and Pastor Miles (advisory).  Please 
share with them any ideas you may 
have for the celebration 
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Tera & Louis Waldon 4/8 
Tina & Mick Luce 4/12 
Anne Lesch & Gary Burgoine 4/15 
Katherine & LeRoy Strange 4/20 
Julie and David Craddock 4/30 
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Kelsey Maher 4/2 
Ann Heller 4/4 
Brian Fleener 4/4 
Tami McMullen 4/8 
Alma Wrieden 4/17 
Leslie Burgoine 4/18 
Kathryn Boe-Duncan 4/19 
Robert Biggar 4/20 
Bea DuVall 4/20 
Kurt Berentsen 4/22 
Ed Weber 4/22 
Arlene Young 4/27 
Gordon Campbell 4/28 
Teresa Hein 4/28 
Bob Watson 4/28 
Floy Berentsen 4/29 
Pam Jensen 4/30 

If we have missed anyone’s special 
day, please be sure to let the 
church office know. 
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 Sun  Mon  Tue  Wed  Thu  Fri  Sat  

       1 2 3 
          8/9Mom’s In Touch 

 
MAUNDY  
THURSDAY 
SERVICE 
7:30 pm  
 

 8/9Mom’s In Touch 
 
 
GOOD 
FRIDAY 
SERVICE 
7:30 pm  
 
 
 

 
 
Confirmation  
Rehearsal at 
Zion 2:00 pm  

���������� 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 
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FOOD GATHERING 

    
10:45 Bible Study 
12:00 Guild Meeting  
 
 
 
5/8:30 GirlChoir  

  
1 
0:00 am—3:00 pm 
American Red 
Cross Blood 
Drive  
 
 
 
6:30 Support Group   

 8/9Mom’s In Touch 
 
 
 
 
6:30 Bells 
7:30 Choir  

 8/9Mom’s In Touch 
 

 

 LWML ZONE 
RALLY at Zion 
9:00am 

11 12 13 14 15 16 17 
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7pm Bookclub 
 
5/8:30 GirlChoir  

  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 8/9Mom’s In Touch 
 
 
 
 

6:30 Bells 
7:30 Choir 
 

 8/9Mom’s In Touch 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 2:00pm 
Girlchoir 
Spring Gala 
Concert  

18 19 20 21 22 23 24 
 �79���'�79���'�79���'�79���'� ���
����������6�������������6�������������6�������������6���� ���
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4pm GirlChoir Rehearsal �

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 4:30 GirlChoir  

  
 
 
 
5:30 Board of 
        Elders 
 
5/8:30 GirlChoir  

  
 
 
 
 
5:30 Board of  
        Directors 
 
6:30 Support Group   
 

 8/9Mom’s In Touch 
 
 
 
6:30 Bells 
7:30 Choir  

 8/9Mom’s In Touch Citizens  
Utility Board  
Meeting  

25 26 27 28 29 30    
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1:30 pm Food box 
deliveries 
 
4pm GirlChoir Rehearsal �

  
 
 
 
 
 
4:30 GirlChoir  

  
 
 
 
5/8:30 GirlChoir  

 
7pm Book Club 

   8/9Mom’s In Touch 
 
NWPM  
Breakfast 
 
 
6:30 Bells 
7:30 Choir  

 8/9Mom’s In Touch   
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